
The Patmos Experience - 13
“ Babylon the Great”

We’ve all had deflating moments in our lives.
Something so promising, with bells and whistles, only to end up 
disappointed.

It could have been you’re first car… that lost it’s muffler in the first 
week.
The world likes to promise things and rarely follows through with the 
promised result.
(SLIDE) Talk to those who invested in Enron stocks who saw their 
investment tank after claiming 111 billion $ in revenue, only to be 
caught in fraud.
(SLIDE) Or the famous Atkins diet, that promised pounds lost in week, 
but never really enhanced people’s health.
(SLIDE) As we sit here today, we’ve been promised millions by our 
new government into infrastructure, we approved and voted for a 
government who will put us more in debt.  Our dollars is just above 70 
cents/US dollar and the TSX has dropped by 11% in the last year.  Oil 
is at an all time low of barely above 30$.
(SLIDE) You thought it was for life, the wedding was amazing, the “I 
dos” were heartfelt, the promises were vows that everyone envied in 
the room - but it didn’t last and now you are left wandering why.
(SLIDE) Preachers promise prosperity and (SLIDE) miracles and 
(SLIDE) often they too make mistakes and end up making a real mess 
out of their lives, like Josh Duggard who got caught in the Ashley 
Madison sandal and now his twin sisters are coming out with physical 
abuse accusations against him from 16 years ago.
(SLIDE) Presidents promise prosperity and peace…
(SLIDE) Best friends back stab best friends, perhaps you have been 
on the receiving end of accusations and slander for no apparent 
reason.
(SLIDE) G20 summit saw 20 countries, which represent 85 % of the 
global economic output, make promises of reducing carbon emission 
have now revisited their goal to make it more attainable.

(SLIDE) And this is what Babylon, in Rev 17 & 18 is all about.



It is simply a great disappointment.
And the book of Revelation, as we have studied so far, is lovingly 
trying to help mankind realize this before it’s too late.

So, that’s where we are at in our study of the book of Revelation - the 
identity of Babylon and the end of Babylon.
And as we have learned so far, Babylon is not a literal place, but 
rather a symbol.
But we do know a little about it from some sneak peaks in the bible….

1) We know that it was a nation that oppressed Israel for years and 
eventually conquered Jerusalem around 606 B.C.

2) We know that when Revelation uses this as a symbol because 
there is no such nation or city today called Babylon.

3) We first heard about this symbol in Rev 14:8 where it says “And 
there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication.”

4) The second time we heard of this symbol was in Rev 16:19 “And 
the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, 
to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.”

I briefly mentioned in earlier sermons that Babylon symbolizes pride, 
confusion, and power from Genesis and Daniel.
We also alluded to political and religious clout from Revelation.
And as we read in Rev 16:19, the bible predicts it’s collapse.

Rev 17-18 describes how this will happen.
Rev 17 identifies Babylon and Rev 18 tells us its end.

Let’s see its description.
Read Rev 17-1-18

Here we have two different entities, did you catch that?  
What are they?

A woman and a scarlet beast.



What are some of the characteristics of each

Woman
1) dwells on many waters v.1
2) committed adultery with “kings of the earth” v.2
3) made those who dwell on the earth to be made drunk with 

immorality. v.2
4) clothed in purple and scarlet and adorned with gold and precious 

stones, pearls… v.4
5) having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the 

unclean things of her immorality. v.4
6) on her forhead a name was written, a mystery: “Babylon the great, 

the mother of harlots and of the abominations of the earth.” v.5
7) drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 

witnesses of Jesus. v.6
8)

Scarlet Beast
1) full of blasphemous names. v. 3
2) seven heads v.3
3) ten horns v.3
4) “was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go 

to destruction.” v. 8
5) world wanders after it. v.8

Without going any further, do see some resemblances to what we 
have already talked about?
Apocalyptic literature, such as the book of Revelation and Daniel are 
effective if you understand the concept of repetition.
There aren’t any new players here, even though there are new 
symbols.

Here we have the description of an apostate (abandon a belief) 
religious system and the reasons for it’s fall.

Let’s take a closer look at these two symbols



The Great Prostitute

Later called “Babylon the Great and mother of harlots”.
(SLIDE) In Revelation, Babylon stands for “a short-lived coalition of 
dragon, beast, and false prophet.” Stefanovic p. 204
They all have their own history, as we have learned in Rev 13, but at 
the end, they work together, they are dependent on each other, and 
eventually all turn on each other.
Babylon ends up being nothing short of a deflated pyramid.
The “daughters” are the world’s religious and political powers that 
will unite with the Satanic trinity, forming a religious confederacy in 
the closing days of earth’s history.
This woman “sits on many waters” meaning that it depends on others 
civil, secular, and political authorities.
This is where the scarlet beast comes in - the woman is said to be 
“sitting” on it.
This show us that they are distinct, something that was not the case 
in the past.
Religion and politics were always hand in hand in the past.  We 
learned in Rev 13:1-0 that the medieval church was the religiopolitical 
power which dominated the Western World for over 1260 years.
In the time of the end, religion and politics will join hands, but for a 
common goal.
Soon, politics and religion will work together against Christ and his 
faithful people, this is what it means by the prostitute riding on this 
beast.
Two groups are seduced by Babylon:

1) “Kings of the earth” - those in power
2) “Those who dwell on the earth” - those under powers, you and me, 

the general populous.

An adulterous relationship here means an illicit union between the 
end-time religious confederacy and the world’s political leaders in the 
final crisis.  (Rev 17:2)



(SLIDE) Interestingly enough, the fact that the prostitute sits on the 
beast signifies the religious domination it will have over those 
political powers.

The purple and scarlet, jewelry would have been familiar to people of 
John’s day when it comes to prostitute.
Purple also fits the prostitute’s claim “to be a queen” (Rev 17:7) as 
this is the colour of royalty.
The fact that the beast is also “scarlet” shows the association 
between the two.
Scarlet is the colour of blood and oppression - fitting since she holds 
a “cup of blood for he saints and the witnesses of Jesus.”

This combination is lethal.
It is all about wooing the masses and seducing people to a false 
religion of peace and love.
Her teachings are false and erroneous, but people don’t care, they are 
seduced, they are mesmerized.
Try to make sense with a drunk person, and see well that goes?

Babylon is making this world drunk with finances, with political 
promises, with a Christianity that doesn’t even know what God wants 
from them, and with entertainment that keeps us asleep.

The only thing you and I should be seduced by is God.  If religion or a 
church makes you believe in them, they are a prostitute.
When people leave a church because what is being taught is false or 
because they are looking for substance more than a show, they have 
broken the spell.  They are falling for God.

SCARLET BEAST

What does it mean that “who was, now is not, and is about to come”?
It has three phases: past, present and future.
This refers to the sea beast of Rev 13 which had a mortal wound that 
was healed.
It is a counterfeit of God’s title: “who was, and who is, and who is 
coming” of Rev 4:8



Whatever this is, it thinks to be God.

It is the last phase, the future phase, that Rev 17-18 talk about.  The 
phase where “those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not 
been written in the book of life…” will admire it.

Here is what some scholars say about this scarlet beast - the reason 
for it’s mention at this point in the book is because at some future 
place in time, (SLIDE) it will bring back the religiopolitical medieval 
era where religion rules politics.
Let me explain.
It mentioned that this beast would have seven heads and ten horns.

Well, the seven heads is described as seven mountains 17:9.
Some have interpreted these 7 hills to be those under which Rome is 
built, therefore labeling this beast as Rome.  
But it can’t be right, because right after this it also labels them as 7 
kings (17:10)
It could also be translated as kingdom.
Kings are often another expression for kingdom (Dan 2:37) as well as 
mountains (Jer 51:25)

Babylon sits on seven consecutive empires that have dominated the 
world throughout history and through which Satan has worked to 
oppose God.

(SLIDE) 5 have fallen - Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece
(SLIDE) 1 is - Rome
(SLIDE) 1 has not yet come - Papacy, the sea beast of Rev 13.
(SLIDE) It would remain “for a short time.

v.11 “The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eight, as is of 
the seven, and is going to perdition.”
This is describing the wound that healed of the papacy.
In Thessalonians, the papacy is referred to as “the son of perdition.”
2 Thess 2:3
These 7 heads describe the rise of deception over the reign of 
humanity.



Egypt brought in necromancy - the belief in connecting with the dead
Assyria, Babylon, and so forth all the way to the Roman Catholics.
Babylon has always promised wealth, happiness and prosperity and 
because the whole world is drunk with lies and deceptions, it doesn’t 
matter what face it takes, whether it be a preacher or a dictator, world 
leaders and nations follow.

The ten horns - the bible says they are ten kings, “who have received 
no kingdom as of yet, but they will receive authority for one hour as 
kings with the beast.”

This my friends, is future.  I am not going to venture to speculate, but 
we at least know that they will be governing political powers spoken 
of in Rev 17:2 who are involved in the adulterous relationship with 
Babylon.
This will be a phenomenal time where we will see governments and 
religions join hands and make believe to the world that this is for the 
better of our planet, our societies, and our children.

(SLIDE) The only thing left to see in this chapter is the inevitable v. 
15-18— there is derision in the ranks and everyone eventually turns in 
on Babylon, because it could not deliver on it’s promises of peace, 
wealth, and power.
This world is crumbling between our hands, and we still believe that 
we can keep the place together without God.
Our lives can reflect the same pattern if we don’t realize that God and 
his counsels are for our best.
This world is crumbling between our hands, and religious people 
continue to give God a bad name because they don’t know the truth 
and the truth hasn’t set us free.
This is always the end of evil: discord, backbiting and infighting.

Chapter 18 of Revelation tell us that this religiopolitical system will 
fall.
But it gives one last call.
You can read it in Rev 18:4
“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you 
receive of here plagues.”



There is still time, because this union of church and state still hasn’t 
happened.
But ask yourself this question:
Who do I worship?  God or Babylon?
To worship means to attribute worth.
What is more valuable to you?
Wealth, material things, your children, your reputation, your favourite 
sports team, your ego, or…..
God.
If it’s not God, if he isn’t the first thing that comes to your mind in the 
morning, 
If He isn’t the one you go to when you have a decision to make…
If He isn’t the one that soothe your heart when you feel the guilt of 
past faults….
If He isn’t your ultimate source of joy and purpose….

Then, you could be in Babylon.
And God is gently, and in my opinion convincingly asking you to 
come out.
He can’t force you out, you have to walk out because you love God 
and all the He stands for.  You will follow what you spend your time 
with.
The highest you will have to pay is your ego, as we learned last 
week…
As you read on in Rev 18,
1) Kings of the earth - v.9-10
2) Merchants of the earth - v.11-17
3) Shipmasters -v.17-19

… they all weep and mourn v.10,11,15,16,18 - summarized in verse 19
(SLIDE) “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and 
wailing, and saying: Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had 
ships on the sea became rich by her wealth, but in one hour she has 
lost everything.”
And is followed with this verse 20
(SLIDE) “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and 
prophets, for God avenged you on her!”



1- Kings - worldwide governing political powers spoken of in Rev 
17:2, who have put their authority and influence into the service of 
this apostate religious system by enforcing its corrupt teachings and 
policies.
2- Merchants - all who have profited economically from their 
commercial activities with this end-time apostate religious system.  
You have a list of goods (v.12-13), no doubt symbolic, that are used by 
this system to lure us into a vegetative state of ignorance and bliss.
3- Shipmasters - those who cooperate with Babylon to transport 
goods and beliefs to whomever is willing to listen.

4- Those whose names are written in the book of life. 

Three mourn, not because Babylon is fallen, but because they no 
longer have an means of being drunk.  With Babylon gone, their 
source of pleasure, greed, and violence has disappeared.

One group rejoices, because finally, what they long for, peace, 
fairness, love, and acceptance is back on the menu.
God is Lord once again, and the reason why He is Lord is because he 
has followers who have accepted Him as their Saviour and Guide.
While the other three groups have lost their saviour and guide.

(SLIDE) Babylon is the most deflated promise ever made to mankind.
And you and I have a choice to make.
You can believe that what the world has to offer will give you joy, 
peace, and purpose…
Or you can admit that God is Lord and wants your life in his hands.

No one, at the end, will be able to say, I didn’t know.
Why?  Because of the book of Revelation.
It is God’s map for the world for the time of the end.
Next we’ll talk about the return of Jesus, you are going to find out 
some things that you never knew.  I hope to see you here for January 
2nd.


